St Thomas CE Diary Dates
(vc) Primary e Monday 8" January- Start of Term
SN(::A(I);Ietter ® Friday 2" February NSPCC Numbers Day
® Friday 9'" February- End of term
Spring 1 e Monday 19* February- INSET Day- children not in school
Week 2 ® Tuesday 20" February — Start of Spring 2
12.1.24

Acting Head
Message

Good afternoon to all of you,

Firstly, | would like to apologise with the dates mix up in last week’s newsletter- | have put the month of
February back into the St Thomas calendar!

The children have all been busily getting on in their classrooms this week, and have enjoyed getting to grips
with the new topic areas for this term. Hopefully you will have all now received your class newsletters
explaining to you all about what your child/ren will be learning and hopefully you will see the wide variety of
topic areas we cover. In the interests of transparency and so you as parents can see what we are working
hard to ensure we move the school to Ofsted ‘good’ or better grade, | will begin to share with you some
snippets of changes in systems, people and procedures over the course of the next few weeks.

This half-term, you will also begin to see Mrs Meade spending some more time in and around school. It was
lovely to see her this week and | know the children were all happy and excited to see her back in the
building. Her return will be phased over the half-term- | will keep you updated when our own roles will
revert back.

Thank you for all your support and have an enjoyable weekend.

Mrs Goddard H#teamthomas

Collective
Worship

In Collective Worship this week we celebrated the classes who were noticed for their
smart, sensible and silent lining up and walking around school- well done to 5JF, 5S,
1M and 4A who were all picked for impressing.

We also read the story of Alex and the lion pit and how he believed God would help
him, and thought about how he was brave even if he was the odd one out. We looked
at our voted for school challenge this week- making the dining room a nice place for
all. We will find out on Monday which classes and children were spotted doing this

‘From Tiny Seeds Grow Mighty Trees’

FOST Please keep checking for communication from FOST about their next events.
requests and

information

Reception This week in reception we have been

learning all about how people have
travelled to the moon in space rockets. We

have enjoyed making our very own space
rockets and moon pictures. We also have
had a special visitor this week Rev. lan
who came to share with us the story of
Jesus' calming the storm.




o player in the world.

Year 1 w_ Year 1 have been looking at place value to 20 this week. We have
been looking at teen numbers and have used tens frames to help us.
Some children took their maths outside on Thursday.
Year 2 This week we have been looking at road safety in PSHE. We
discussed what we already know about crossing the road and
talked a lot about when it is safe and unsafe to cross. We learnt the
Green Cross Code and then we went outside to practice it.

Year 3 In art this week, Year 3 have been using the hatching technique to sketch
images of ammonites. The children also had the opportunity to observe
some real ammonite fossils that Mrs Tabssum brought in to show them.

Year 4 In science, Year 4 have been learning about solids, liquids and gases. This

week we looked at melting, freezing, evaporating and condensing. We held
chocolate buttons in our hands and watched them melting from solids to
liquids. We then enjoyed getting rid of the evidence!
Year 5 The Year Fives
embraced the cold and
spent a morning at the
local allotment
(Woodscape, in Dyson
Woods). It was bitterly
cold however the
_ children had a fabulous
- time and were so well
behaved. They also created their own mini-allotments in
class, to care for and hopefully reap their rewards as the weeks pass. We hope to adopt part of
the allotment and will consider an after school club whereby children can take turns going and
carlng for thelr own aIIotment space in Woodscape.
Year 6 e . *~ " Year6 have using Google Classroom to begin creating their own
== o 0 U E® website pages and contents. This was a really interesting lesson that
Messi is the best “ = the pupils excelled in. We are looking forward to seeing where this

scheme of work takes us.

Attendance We continue to monitor attendance and we are identifying persistent absentees.  Attendance Matters

(less than 90%) We are keenly aware that there may be genuine and compelling reasons for
pupil absence and the monitoring involves working with families to remove barriers and
support pupils in their school attendance

: I 4
Every Day Counts....




At Natlonal Oniine Safety, we belleve in smpowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to held an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they feel
Itis nesded. This gulde foclises on one of many lssuss which we belleve trusted aduits should be aware of, Pisase visit www nationalonlinesafety.com lor further guldes, hints and tips for aduits.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about * (¢

ROUP CHALTS

Occurringithrough mess: apps,onisaociallmediajandiinjonline/gamesigrouplchatslarelamongithe!
.g wmwdzfmﬂm

ost populur ways t ople’ V' with their peeu online’

three’or'more indi
o000 everyone in.one

interests or members of aclub to communicu?é nd coordinnte activities, they can
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BULLYING

Unkind comments or Iimages which
are purpouly aimed at an individual
can be shared freely in a group chat ~
ullomlng and often encouraging others
to join in the bullying behaviour. if this
ontent is shared in o glo p of their peers
elpeclcuy a hvgor ls it serves to
lify the rruumom, anxiety
llolct[on thct (he victim feels.

EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION %

This common Issue with grotg chcns can
happen in several ways: sta ng‘

group, for instance, but delibera otyoxcludlng
a certain child. Likewise, lho ch may lcko
place on an app whlch

access to, moonln ccn't bo lnvolvod A
child can also fool when o group ehot is
used to discuss or shon images from an even
that everyone elise but them attended.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some discussions in group chats may

include innfpvoprlcta words, meorlng and
mages These could be

viewed by your child if they are part of that

r they actively engage in it or not.

. gomo chat apps have a disappea gﬁ message
e

~ function, so Kour child may be unable to report
. something they’ve seen because it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.
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SHARING GROUP CONTENT

It’s Important to remember that ~ while the

content of the chat Is private between those

In the group - individual users can easlil

share a message, photo or video with

outside of tm ?zmufo" scroomhot what’a been
osted. The ri mothln ?d

ntended as pi llc nd

potontlully goln vlral is hl ol If thon are

people they don t know well in

UNKNOWN MEMBERS
L

Within lu.:?o ‘?rou chats, it's more
l!ko!y child will be oommunlcuting

with pooplo thog.don't reall dy ow. These
strungcn m the host, but

ot necessarily friendly towom your child.

lt'u wise for youn le not to share
personal details nwcn that they have
no control over the messages and images they
share after they‘ve put them online.

2
NOTIFICATIONS AND FOMO

A drawback of lai roup chats Is the

sheer m e Every time
someons in tho oup momgn, your child’s
device will be ‘| h an alert: potentially,
g‘;: ooult‘!'r:lholan hund:d'l' of :louﬂ';:‘::'tlom a day.

on s strac un;

poopioﬂmofh"hz outon&o yo .
conversation resuits in increased leuon time as
they try to knp up with the chat.
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CONSIDER OTHERS' FEEUNGS GIVE SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Group chats are often an arena for \ iz Romln..(our child that they can confide in ou if
young people to gain social status. This | they feel builied or excluded ina g roug

could cause them to do or say things on * instead of responding to the person who's upuk
impulse, which could upset others inthe them. Validate their hurt feel nga and help
group. Encourage your child to consider how ™ to put them back in control by discussing

other ple might feel if they engaged in this how they'd like to handle the situation.
behaviour. If your child does upset a member of On a related note, you could also

their group t, support them to reach out, show empower your child to speak up if they're
empathy and upolog se for their mistake. in a chat where others are being picked on.

PRITCTISE SAFE SHARING :./] AVOID INVITING STRANGERS

In any online communication, it's vital lor Sadly, many individuals online hide their
young people to be aware of what they're truo donmy to in a child’s trust - for

sharing and who might potentially see lt example, to or information on them,
Discuss the importance of not rovcolin to exchange nop ropriate content or to coax
identifiable details like their address, t them into doing things they aren’t comfortable
school o.?ho!os that they wouldn't ifke to be with. Ensure your child understands why they
soon wid Remind them that once somethi shouldn’t add peo Flo they don’t know to a group
is shared in a group, they lose control of where chat - and, especially, to never accept a group
may end up and how it might be used. chat lnvltotlon from a stranger.
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Meet Qur Expert N

Dr Claire Sutheriand is an online safety consuitant, educator
and researcher who has developed aond implemented
anti-bullying and cyber safety policies for schools. She has
written various academic papers and carried out research for
the Australian government comparing Internet use and sexting
behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia
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BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE \

If your child is in a chat where

inappropriate content is being shared,

advise them to block the users unding

the material, report them to the host g

or platform and exit the group. If any of this
content could be putting a minor at risk,
contact the police. Emphasise to your child that
it’s OK for them to umplr leave any group chat
that they don‘t feel comfortable being a part of.

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Having a phone or tablet bombarded with

notifications from a group chat can be a x

massive irritation and distraction -

especially if it's hopponlng late in the

evening. Explain to your child that they

can still be partoft & up chat, but that it

would be hoonhlor for them to turn off or

mute the notifications and catch up with the

conversation at a time which better suits them.
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